
 
70 Jackman Avenue 
Toronto, Ontario M4K 2X6       September 25, 2018 
 
 

Dear Arts Grant Administrator, 
 

I am writing in support of Lynne Lori Sylvan's application for a community project art grant "Beyond the 
Pronoun" a project working with 15 people across the gender spectrum. 
 

I recently hired Lynne Lori to do a series of 4 high impact, team building workshops for my client 
UNICEF.   She and her team worked with a group of 70 UNICEF leaders from around the world.  The 
workshops built upon each other and reinforced the event themes of collaboration, alignment, creativity 
and “letting go”. The 4th workshop culminated in a performance that was very engaging with senior 
leaders participating fully. An example of how well Lynne Lori connected with the group was one of the 
skits, which was about a swim lesson taking place in Astana, Kazakhstan in 40 below 
weather.  Leaders laughed and relaxed with each other through this bonding/learning experience which 
was vitally important for their success in intense, global decision making on the welfare of millions of 
children.   
 

Lynne Lori’s creativity and ability to engage others truly made the experience worthwhile for the 
participants and made their daily exercise around innovation development a success. Themes from the 
workshop became imbedded in the conversations throughout the day which was extraordinary in my 
experience of these events. 
 

I found Lynne Lori to be open, flexible and able to pivot rapidly.  The fact that she has lived in many 
countries and speaks five languages enables her to put herself in others shoes and gain immediate 
credibility more than most consultants I have worked with. This background combined with her 
engaging and supportive personality made her a great fit for working with UNICEF.  Even the props she 
used for the comedy work were well positioned and specific to the group which speaks to Lynne Lori’s 
attention to detail and relevancy.  Lynne Lori included teff, (a grain used for injera,) bamboo, and shiso 
leaves.  These small subtle touches brought people in and created more interest and energy for the 
work.  I have had requests for Lynne Lori’s information following the weeklong event and this is 
unheard of in my experience at UNICEF.   
Lynne Lori is able to pull talent out of people gently.  She is truly exceptional at using improvisation for 
team-building and innovation.  She was also a very funny emcee. 
 

In my experience, not just any person could get the leading HIV scientist in the world to spontaneously 
sing a rousing rendition of "Wait a Minute Mr. Postman" together with her. This anecdote sums up her 
infectious enthusiasm for life and her ability to use improvisation as not only art but as a vehicle for 
team-building.   
Lynne Lori’s ‘joie de vivre’ and support of others, as well as her strong improvisation skills and teaching 
skills make her an exemplary candidate for an arts grant applying her improvisation talent with people 
across the gender spectrum.  I strongly support her application and am sure that the final "Beyond the 
Pronoun" show will be just as funny as the UNICEF show.  I hope that I can make it from Toronto for 
the show on April 30th! 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Scott Tavis 
Instinct Strategy  


